
Career Exploration



Why is it important to start thinking about 
careers in middle school?

The average full time employee spends a lot of time at 
work…

• 7.5 - 8 hours per day
• 35-40 hours per week
• 50 weeks per year (which means only 2 weeks of 

vacation)
• Over 90,000 hours in a life time
• Surveys indicate that between 20-45 % of people enjoy 

their job.
It is important to find a career that you enjoy

 and find interesting!



Career Exploration involves 
personal exploration of:

• Interests
• Personality

• Skills
• Values



What is IMPORTANT to YOU?

• People
• Education                                
• Being active 
• Leadership
• Competition
• Adventure / Trying new things
• Contributing to society
• Money
• Creativity
• Family
• Fun



How will you prepare for 21st 
Century Careers?



Career Clusters

Q. What is a career cluster?
A. A career cluster is a group of occupations and 

industries that require a similar knowledge base 
or skillset. 

Example: 
Cluster –Health Sciences

Jobs – Doctor, Pharmacist, 
X-ray Technician



The Career Clusters



Cluster Finder

Let’s Explore!



•Go to MMS webpage and click student tab
•Click on Naviance
•Username/Email: MMS login
•Password: MMS login plus zeros until 6 digits
•Click the “Careers” tab, then “Cluster Finder”







Results



What’s this cluster all about?





Overview



Tasks & Activities



$ Wages $



How to Save a Career



Explore Careers & Clusters

• REMEMBER TO:
Save at least one cluster!
Save at least three careers!
Print your favorites!


